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Background 
The Agri group agreed in the AGRI 6-2018 Meeting to form a drafting group to carry out the revision of the 
annex and share the work between four lead countries as follows:  

• Glossary of terms, Denmark;  
• Regulation 2 item 3 “Manure storage”, Poland;  
• Regulation 2 item 6 “Application of organic manures”, Germany;  
• Regulation 2 Item 7 “Application rates for nutrients” only starting from the sentence “The amount 

of livestock manure applied to the land each year…”, Poland;  
• New paragraph on nutrient recycling based on the outcome of MM 2018, Finland. 

The first drafts of Regulation 2 items 3, 6 and 7 and the new paragraph on nutrient recycling were discussed 
in drafting group meetings and in AGRI 6a-2018 Meeting on 8 November 2018.  

According to the timeline agreed by HOD 54-2018 Meeting, the Heads of Delegation are to discuss the first 
draft of the revised Annex in HOD 56-2019 in June 2019. 

The attached document contains the draft new Regulation 2 item 3 “Manure storage” and Regulation 2 Item 
7 “Application rates for nutrients” only starting from the sentence “The amount of livestock manure applied 
to the land each year…”. 
Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to discuss the draft paragraph and agree on the submission of the first draft of the 
revised Annex to HOD 56-2019. 
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2019-02-26 

Current version of Regulation 2 Item 3 

Construction of manure storage 

Manure storage must be of such a quality that prevents losses. The storage capacity shall be 
sufficiently large to ensure that manure only will be spread when the plants can utilize nutrients. The 
minimum level to be required should be 6 months' storage capacity.  

Manure storage should be constructed to safeguard against unintentional spillages and be of such a 
quality that prevents losses. With regard to different types of manure, the following principles should 
be considered: 

• solid manure should be stored in dung yards with watertight floor and side walls  
• liquid manure and farm waste should be stored in containers that are made of strong material 

impermeable to moisture and resistant to impacts of manure handling operations.  
Animal manure should be used in such a way that as high utilisation efficiency as possible is 
promoted. Co-operation between farmers in the use of manure has to be encouraged. 

 

New version of Regulation 2 item 3 

Construction of Livestock Manure Storage 

Livestock manures must be stored in environmentally friendly way and should be handled in such a 
way that it promotes as high utilisation efficiency as possible. Co-operation among farmers in the use 
of livestock manures has to be encouraged. 

Storage capacity shall be sufficiently large to store livestock manures that accumulate during the 
longest period when land application is prohibited. Livestock manure processing, and/or transfer to 
other farms, and/or vegetation period, may be taken into account when required capacity is 
determined. 

Livestock manure storage facilities should be constructed to safeguard against unintentional spillages 
and be of such a quality that prevents losses. With regard to different types of livestock manures, the 
following principles should be considered: 

• solid livestock manure should be stored in places with watertight floor and side walls; 
• liquid livestock manure should be stored in containers whose bottoms and walls are made of 

material impermeable to moisture and resistant to impacts of livestock manure handling 
operations, preferably covered.  

It is possible to temporarily store solid livestock manures directly on the utilised agricultural area. 
The interim storage of livestock manures cannot be a part of required storage capacity of the farm. 
The use of impermeable temporary base or fluid absorbing layer (e.g. from straw, sawdust or peat) 
and covers, is recommended. Other required mitigation measures on the site should be applied in 
order to prevent nutrient losses under specific local conditions. 

 

 

Current version of Regulation 2 Item 7 Application rates for nutrients (only starting from the 
sentence “The amount of livestock manure applied to the land each year…”): 
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[…]  
The amount of livestock manure applied to the land each year including by the animals themselves 
should not exceed the amount of manure containing:  

• 170 kg/ha nitrogen  
• 25 kg/ha phosphorus  

 
with a view to avoiding nutrient surplus, taking soil characteristics, agricultural practices and crop 
types into account.’ 
 
 

New version of Regulation 2 Item 7 Application rates for nutrients (only starting from the 
sentence “The amount of livestock manure applied to the land each year…”): 

[…]  
The amount of livestock manures applied to the agricultural land each year should, as general rule, 
not exceed the amount of livestock manures containing 170 kg N/ha. 
 
If sufficiently justified, a temporary derogation for maximum amount of nitrogen originating from 
livestock manures can be applied in a region or a country. Soil characteristic, soil nutrient status, 
agricultural practices and crop types will be taken into account and compensatory measures shall be 
implemented to reduce nutrient losses resulting from additional amount of nitrogen. For contracting 
parties within the European Union, a derogation from the maximum annual nitrogen application rate 
requires the compliance with the specific conditions in derogation, pursuant to the EU Nitrates 
Directive (91/676/EEC), granted by the European Commission. 
      
The amount of livestock manures applied to the land each year should not exceed the amount of 
livestock manures containing 5-year average rate of 25 kg P/ha. On soils with phosphorus deficits, 
higher rates can be applied in order to prevent soil mining, provided that the risk of nutrient losses is 
minimised. 
 
 
 
Extra information (definitions proposal): 
'livestock manure`: means waste products excreted by livestock or a mixture of litter and waste 
products excreted by livestock, even in processed form; 
'livestock`: means all animals kept for use or profit; 
'fertilizer`: means any substance containing a nitrogen compound or nitrogen compounds utilized on 
land to enhance growth of vegetation; it may include livestock manure, the residues from fish farms 
and sewage sludge; 
'chemical fertilizer`: means any fertilizer which is manufactured by an industrial process; 
'nitrogen compound`: means any nitrogen-containing substance except for gaseous molecular 
nitrogen; 
'land application`: means the addition of materials to land whether by spreading on the surface of the 
land, injection into the land, placing below the surface of the land or mixing with the surface layers 
of the land; 
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